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man. The substantial fact in the one is the personal force and tem-
per of the human individual; in the other it is the impersonal
interplay of mechanical processes.
So, the Old Order began to disintegrate and presently broke
so soon as the state of the industrial arts pushed the reach of in-
dividual initiative beyond the scope of this control exercised by an
undifferentiated consensus of neighborly sentiment. The partic-f
ular point at which the advance of industry finally and decisively
disestablished the conditions requisite to the Old Order in the
Baltic countries appears to have been in the arts of navigation;
although excessive improvement in other means of communica-
tion, as, e.g., in roadways and wheeled vehicles, may have con-
tributed materially to its decay and displacement in Denmark and
Sweden, as perhaps also in the countries farther to the south. The
conditions that made dynastic coercion possible made local auton-
omy impossible. Not that the resulting coercive system proved it-
self eminently expedient in any other sense than that nothing else
could stand in competition with it when once the technological
conditions had overpassed the breaking point of the Old Order.
Indeed, the situation that supervened with the triumph of state
and church in the Scandinavian countries, e.g., and particularly
in Norway, can not well be characterised as anything but imbecile
and nasty. But the technological advance had passed the point
beyond which the Old Order ceased to be viable; and no retreat
could be made to a line of defense so far rearward that the new
order, having once taken over the powers of the community,
could be dispossessed in favor of the old. It is true of institutional
systems as of personal claimants: Beati $o$stdentes.
In the course of time, though it appears to have occupied several
thousand years of slow but scarcely broken advance, their exces-
sive efficiency in the mechanic arts pushed the north-European
peoples out of that state of culture answering to their natural bent.
And ever since they so passed the technological limit of tolerance
of that archaic scheme of use and wont they have been restlessly
casting back for some workable compromise that would permit